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COMUNICADO DE IMPRENSA

(Atenção: Jornalistas Culturais)

Bailarinos Americanos

“RIZE”

em Maputo, Matutuine, Boane e Beira – 6 a 13 de Maio de 2009
Os Serviços Culturais da Embaixada dos Estados Unidos da América têm a honra de informar que está em Moçambique um Grupo de Bailarinos Americanos “RIZE” (ver biografia em baixo), para actuações  públicas e workshops em Maputo e Beira. 

O grupo, originário da comunidade negra de Los Angeles, fundou um novo estilo de dança de inspiração Africana, caracterizado por uma forte componente atlética, vincado por movimentos ágeis e sensuais designados "Clowning". Desde então este grupo evoluiu para se tornar num movimento, num estilo de vida que passou a chamar-se "Krumping". Actualmente, encontra-se a efectuar uma digressão pelo Continente Africano, nomeadamente Moçambique e Zâmbia, no âmbito de um programa cultural do Departamento de Estado dos E.U.A. denominado, “Cultural Envoys ” (Mensageiros Culturais).
O programa para Maputo e Beira terá a seguinte agenda:

(MAPUTO)

Quarta, 6 de Maio 

14 -16:00 
Workshop com a Escola Nacional de  Dança

16:30-20:00
Workshop na Casa Velha com grupos locais de dança hip hop (Culturaarte, Matola Dance Company, Milorho, Academia Tropical de Dança, Xindiro, Djembe, Wuchene, Gwaza Mutine, CMCM Makuaela, grupos Zorre e Ngalanga, Associação Cultural de Lhanguene, Associação Cultural de Nkulu, Massacre de Mueda e Ntyisso. 

NOTA:  A Population Services International (PSI) terá no local uma tenda montada para testagem voluntária do HIV 

Quinta, 7 de Maio 

9-12:00

Workshop com a CNCD (Companhia Nacional de Canto e Dança)
15-17:00

Exibição do Filme “RIZE” nos Serviços Culturais da Embaixada dos EUA, contando com a presença dos bailarinos RIZE
Sexta, 8 de Maio 

9-11:00

Workshop com o Centro Cultural do Alto Maé
22-23:00

Participação especial no programa “Mais Jovem” da Televisão de Moçambique (TVM)
Sábado, 9 de Maio

10-12:00
 
Workshops em Matutuine com grupos de dança Xigubo 

18:00

Programa interactivo com o “Thumba Sound” no Auditório Municipal da Matola
NOTA: O programa vai incluir dança, música e graffiti. A Population Services International (PSI) terá no local uma tenda montada para testagem voluntária do HIV
Domingo, 10 de Maio

10-12:00

Workshops em Boane com grupos de dança Mapiko, Mufuwe, Chintale e Nyao 

15:00pm 

Espectáculo final (“Dance Off”) no Maputo Shopping Center com grupos locais de dança.  
Convidado especial:  MC Roger com os seus bailarinos 

Segunda, 11 de Maio

18-20:00

Workshop com o grupo de dança “Milorho”
 (BEIRA)

Terça,12 de Maio
10-16:00 

Workshops com grupos de dança locais e espectáculo com o grupo “Djaka” 

Quarta, 13 de Maio
Tarde

Aberto a entrevistas com a Comunicação Social, mediante marcação. 
Maputo, 5 de Maio de 2009.
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RIZE – biographies

De’Jon J. Jones – leader 
De’Jon Jones “Ram”, was born in Gardena , California .  De’Jon’s desire for dancing became natural very early. His biggest dance influences were James Brown, Michael Jackson and M.C. Hammer. At age 5 De’Jon was ecstatic when he was asked to perform live with M.C. Hammer.  While attending high school , De’Jon and a couple of his friends formed a Krump dancing group . His dance group  became a part of the Antelope Valley ’s Elite under the director of Loretta Horns who is known to the Krump world as Momma Smoove.  De’Jon graduated with high honors such as the President Honor Roll and Academic Awards.   De’Jon has trained at the Debbie Allen Dance Academy and is a certified instructor of Clown Street Productions.  He has appeared in music videos with R&B sensation Chris Brown and has traveled internationally teaching dance in Germany and Italy.  In his spare time, De’Jon competes in dance battles and enjoys travelling. 

David Gray

David Gray “Outlaw”, born in Compton, California, began his career in dance while living in Antelope Valley, California where with a group of friends he created his own unique style of Clown dancing, a style of dance created by inner-city youth in the year 2000. He took his unique style of clown dancing and joined a group of dancers named “Cartoon Family” in Compton, California in 2002, where he performed numerous shows and dance competitions. While dancing with the members of “Cartoon Family” he was introduced to a new style of dance known as Krumping. Taking what he had learned Gray perfected the style of Krumping and turned it into his own. In 2002-2003 Gray took his style of Krumping to the streets introducing it to other dancers in his community and soon the style of Krump was known nationwide. 

Soon after, Gray, in an effort to further advance his knowledge of dance, decided to expand his style of dancing by incorporating hip-hop choreography into his Krumping; he has since choreographed and performed extensively in collaboration with Walt Disney Radio (July 2007), Snoop Dogg Ent. (August 2007), Danity Kane (August 2007), T-Pain (Sept. 2008), also touring with Black College Expo. (Feb. 2007).  Gray is currently a featured performing artist with Tommy the Clown and a certified instructor of Clown Street Productions. He has toured internationally with Clown Street, entertaining and mentoring the youth of many nations. Gray teaches workshops on the style of Krumping, also volunteering his time with local organizations in his community by offering his dance techniques to community drill teams and dance teams to prepare them for performance and competition.  Gray has for many years embraced his natural born talent for dance and entertainment and loves to share it with the world. 

LaToya Thompson
LaToya Thompson “Toya”  was born in Long Beach, California.  She began her career in dance as a cheer and dance competitor. She is a professionally trained in African, ballet, jazz, modern, clown/krump and hip hop. She is a dance instructor at Long Beach City College and a certified instructor for Tommy the Clown’s Clown Street Productions.  She teaches master classes, dance workshops, and has traveled around the world with Clown Street Productions. 

In her spare time, she volunteers as a mentor and choreographer for troubled youth and at risk teens. She is a resident of Los Angeles, California. 









